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As stated in the preface, the manual is 
concerned only with the commoner dis-
eases and injuries of the eye, and the 
simpler methods of diagnosis, including 
a short account of well known methods 
of detecting refractive errors and of 
measuring their amount. 

A few operative procedures are de-
scribed, but only those that may be re-
garded as emergency operations. 

As is entirely appropriate in such a 
handbook, the most useful aspects of 
medico-military ophthalmology are con-
sidered. With this purpose in view, the 
Appendix furnishes the visual require-
ments for recruits and enlisted men and 
for applicants in the Aviation Section of 
the Signal Corps. 

A practical account of visual malin-
gering is also given, as well as a descrip-
tion of the most reliable methods of de-
tecting ocular simulation. 

A formulary, that includes the com-
moner remedies and agents used in oph-
thalmic practice, is also furnished. These 
prescriptions should be useful to the sur-
geons for whom the manual is intended. 
But we believe that as a rule the em-
ployment of astringents in eye diseases, 
—even the mild solutions of tannin, zinc, 
and copper sulphates formulated on pages 
136 and 137—might with advantage to 
all concerned be left to more expert 
hands than those for whom this hand-
book was written. This contention seems 
all the more to the point since active tra-
choma (being a cause for discharge from 
the army), is no longer treated in regu-
lar military hospitals. Perhaps it would 
be a safe rule for the student to confine 
the use of zinc preparations to those 
cases in which the Morax-Axenfeld ba-
cillus has actually been discovered ij? the 
discharges from the eye under observa-
tion. 

The book is printed on good paper, it 
is well bound and, altogether, reflects 
credit on the group of ophthalmologists 
on the staff of the Surgeon General who 
are responsible for its appearance. 
TRANSACTIONS OF THE OPH-

THALMOLOGICALSOCIETYOF 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. Vol. 
37, 421 pp., 31 illustrations, 7 plates. 
London: J. & A. Churchill, 1917. 
This volume is something more than 

scientific transactions kept up to a high 
standard. It is a monument of British 
pluck and perseverance, of determina-
tion to "do one's bit" under the most ad-
verse circumstances. There is evidence 
of war conditions in the physical makeup 
of the volume, in the thinner, poorer pa-
per and the smaller number of illustra-
tions. But the names of German mem-
bers of the Society, honorary or regular, 
hold their accustomed places in the lists; 
and there is no falling off in the number 
of pages or the high scientific standard 
these pages maintain. 

There is evidence of a determination 
to use to the fullest extent such oppor-
tunities as war affords to add to our 
knowledge of the eye and the means of 
ameliorating the effects of its injuries. 
The leading discussion is upon concus-
sion injuries of the visual apparatus. The 
next takes up the employment of the 
blind. A timely paper deals with the 
protection of the eyes in warfare, and 
another, the fnndus lesions in war ne-
phritis. Such papers and discussions 
give hints of the wealth of scientific ob-
servations being made by workers who 
cannot now prepare them for publica-
tion, or lay them before scientific socie-
ties. 

The cast of mind which can pursue its 
worthy object in spite of this conflict 
precipitated by greed for world dominion 
will certainly triumph over barbarism, 
however ruthless and "efficient." The 
lesson of this volume is one of courage 
and steadfastness. It preserves admir-
ably the general character of its prede-
cessors. There is the same collection of 
interesting, important, well observed 
cases; while the more formal papers all 
have permanent value. 

The Bowman Lecture in this volume is 
by Sir George A. Berry, on Color Sense 
Phenomena and Some Inferences Which 
They Seem to Suggest. It occupies 55 
pages, and reveals a great deal of specu-
lative thought upon the subject; but 
points out that we have no established 
theory of color blindness; only hypoth-
eses more or less helpful in stimulating 
research, but apt to fetter judgment as 
to new facts on the part of those who 
fully accept them as demonstrated the-
ories. K. J. 




